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UNITED STATES. 

Reservation for the treatment of tuberculous patients of the Marine Hospitd 

Service. 

The following Executive order transfers to the Marine-Hospital Ser- 
vice a suitable site for the treatment of cases of tuberculosis ; prepara- 
tions will be immediately made for its occupancy by the Service and 
the buildings put in order for the reception of patients : 

Executive Mansion, 
Washington, D. C, April 1, 1899. 
It is hereby ordered that the Port Stanton abandoned military reser- 
vation, New Mexico, containing 10,240 acres, more or less, with the 
buildings thereon, be, and it is hereby reserved and set apart for the 
use of the Marine- Hospital Service. 

Excepting that the force and effect of this order shall not apply to 
any lands to which, prior to the date hereof, valid claims may have 
attached under the homestead and mineral land laws. 

William MoKinley. 
Return of the United States troops from Gvba. 

PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES TO PREVENT THE INTRODUCTION OF 

INFECTION. 

During the month of March, and up to April 12, some 18 regiments 
of United States troops have been returned from Cuba, and the neces- 
sary precautionary steps were inaugurated early in the month of March 
for the protection of the country against the introduction of infection 
therewith. 

On March 4 a special regulation was promulgated providing for the 
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disinfection of baggage and effects of returning soldiers from Havana 
and Cienfuegos, and providing, further, that the effects and baggage of 
soldiers from all ports in Cuba should be disinfected at southern quar- 
antines after March 15. This regulation was wired to all National, 
State, and municipal quarantine stations in the South, and arrangements 
were immediately made for carrying out the provisions of the regulation 
at said stations. 

The return of troops began almost immediately thereafter, and some 
18 regiments have been returned, bringing with them upward of 18,000 
tons of baggage and equipment requiring disinfection. 

The work of disinfection was, as far as practicable, divided among 
the following quarantine stations: Tortugas, Pla., Mullet Key, Fla., 
and Savannah, Ga., and the detention camp at Egmont Key, Pla.; 
South Atlantic Quarantine, Ga., was also used. 

Egmont Key detention camp and the quarantine station at Savannah, 
Ga., are now doing most of the work, the bulk of it at the latter station, 
where several officers and employees of the Marine-Hospital Service, in 
conjunction with the local officers, are busily engaged. Disinfectants 
in large quantities have been supplied them by the Government. A 
special detention camp has been established at Danfuski Island, 6 miles 
from the Savannah Quarantine Station. 

On March 29 the transport Crook brought a number of bodies of 
deceased soldiers from Cuba and Porto Eico. Prom the medical officer 
of the Marine-Hospital Service detailed for duty on this transport, it 
was learned that the bodies of those who had died of yellow fever in 
Cuba had been reserved for subsequent shipment. On the recom- 
mendation of this office the War Department has ordered these bodies 
not to be brought back until next winter. Another consignment of 
bodies will be brought in this week but from Porto Rico only, there 
having been no yellow fever among the troops on that island. 

OTHER QUARANTINE PROVISIONS. 

The detention and disinfection of all vessels from infected or suspected 
ports is required, dating from and after April 1, instead of May 1, and 
the close quarantine season, therefore, extends from April 1 to Novem- 
ber 15 of each year, as provided in Department Circular No. 27, dated 
February 3, 1898, and Department Circular No. 190, dated October 22, 
1898, attention being called thereto in circular letter dated February 
28, 1899, and published in the Public Health Reports March 3, 1899. 

Acting assistant surgeon detailed for duty at Vera Cruz, Mexico. 

Dr. S. H. Hodgson, of Guatemala, a native of Mobile, Ala., and im- 
mune to yellow fever, has been appointed acting assistant surgeon, 
Marine- Hospital Service, and detailed for duty at Vera Cruz, Mexico. 
He is to keep the Bureau fully informed as to health conditions at Vera 
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Cruz, and to make visits to Tampico and Progreso for similar purposes, 
his letter of instructions reading as follows : 

Washington, D. C, April 8, 1899. 

Sir: I inclose herewith your letter of appointment as temporary 
acting assistant surgeon of the Marine-Hospital Service for duty as 
port inspector on the coast of Mexico, with compensation at the rate 
of $200 per month from this date. 

You are hereby directed °to proceed without delay to Vera Cruz, 
Mexico, and as soon as possible make report to the Bureau with regard 
to the prevalence of yellow fever in that port. You will call upon the 
United States consul, and show him these instructions and your letter 
of appointment, and request of him such aid as he may kindly give. 
Later a request will be made of the State Department for an official 
letter of introduction to the consuls on the Mexican coast. 

The Bureau wishes a letter on the sanitary condition of Vera Cruz 
and of the harbor, in addition to the information concerning yellow 
fever, and, after satisfying yourself as to the conditions in Vera Cruz, 
and supposing that there is no urgent necessity for your remaining to 
aid in preventing vessels from carrying contagious disease to the United 
States, you will proceed to Tampico, where you will follow the same 
general instructions. You will bear in mind in both cities the effect of 
railroad connection with the United States, and in your reports you 
will note what danger there may be of yellow fever reaching the United 
States through the Texas border from those cities. 

As soon as practicable you will then proceed to Progreso, and, after 
having complied with the instructions above given for that port and 
Merida, you will then either remain there or return to one of the other 
cities, choosing the one at which your presence is most necessary. 

In the event of the presence of yellow fever at either of these porta, 
you will cable the Bureau, using the code word for yellow fever, fol- 
lowed by the proper numerals to indicate the number of cases now 
existing. On leaving a port, the day of leaving you should also cable 
the Bureau, using simply the name of the port to which you are going. 

You will transmit a letter at least once in each week, or oftener if 
appropriate, giving a r6sum6 of your actions for the week, bearing in 
mind that the Bureau desires to hear from you as often as possible, even 
though you write but a short letter. 

You will keep notes and be prepared also to transmit a full report 
for publication upon the completion of your services. 

Any items of interest relating to health conditions which may affect 

the United States should be included in your letters. 

Bespectfully, yours, 

Walter Wtman, 

Supervising Burgeon- General, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 



